to many of the cases of post-operative hernia, its importance is very great. In 1905, Madelung published in the Archives fur Chirurgie an investigation on this subject based on 157 cases collected from various authors. According to Ries, however, he failed to arrive at the correct conclusion regarding the mode of production of the accident. The point which Eies sets out to prove is that in practically all cases (he is speaking of wounds completely closed at the end of the operation and free from sepsis) the deeper layers of the wound give way first, very often immediately after the operation, and usually within the first twenty-four hours, as the result of straining and vomiting. 
